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FARM  POPULATION  ESTIMATES,  Jnnurery  1,  1336 


Although  every  census  of  the  United  States  shows  that  there 
are  more  people  in  the  country  than  there  were  10  years  "before,  the 
number  of  people  living  on  farms  in  this  country  today  is  less  than  it 
was  25  years  ago.   Each  year  many  people  who  are  living  on  farms  move 
to  small  towns  or  cities,  and  people  who  live  in  small  towns  or  cities 
move  to  farms.   Each  year  a  large  number  of  young  men  and  women,  who 
grew  up  on  farms,  are  ready  to  "begin  working  on  their  own;  some  of 
them  remain  on  farms  as  hired  hands,  tenants,  or  owners;  many  of  them 
leave  the  farms  to  find  employment  elsewhere.   When  employment  oppor- 
tunities in  towns  and  cities  are  good,  a  large  number  of  people  move 
away  from  farms;  when  employment  opportunities  in  towns  and  cities 
are  poor,  many  who  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  cities,  remain  at 
home,  and  some  Persons  living  in  towns  and  cities  move  to  farms.   In 
the  years  of  prosperity,  "before  1929,  more  peonle  moved  away  from 
farms  than  moved  to  farms  and  'ay   1930  the  number  of  peonle  living  on 
farms  was  less  than  at  any  time  since  1910.   Since  the  depression  "be- 
gan, fe'ver  people  have  moved  to  towns  and  cities  and  some  people  have 
moved  "back  to  farms,  and  today  there  are  more  people  on  farms  than 
there  were  when  the  depression  "began;  nevertheless,  the  number  of  per- 
sons on  farms  today  is  less  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  1910. 

The  number  of  nersons  living  on  farms  in  the  United  States  in 
1936  was  nearly  the  same  as  one  year  earlier.   According  to  estimates 
made  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  the  farm  population  was 
31,809,000  on  January  1,  1936,  conroared  with  31,801,000  one  year 
earlier.   The  net  gain  of  8,000  persons  during  1935  was  smaller  than 
the  net  gain  during  1934,  which  was  31,000  persons,  and  had  been  the 
smallest  gain  reported  since  1930. 

It  is  estimated  that  during  the  year  1935  727,000  babies  were 
born  to  farm  women  and  333,000  farm  residents  died.   Therefore,  if 
there  had  been  no  migration  from  or  to  farms  during  the  year,  the 
farm  population  would  have  increased  by  394,000  persons.   But  there 
were  migrations  both  to  and  from  farms:   1,211,000  persons  moved 
from  farms  to  villages,  towns,  and  cities,  and  825,000  persons  moved 
from  villages,  towns,  and  cities  to  farms.   That  is,  386,000  more 
persons  left  farms  than  came  to  farms.   In  spite  of  this  loss,  there 
were  8,000  more  persons  on  farms  at  the  end  of  the  year,  for  the  num- 
ber of  babies  born  to  farm  women  was  enough  to  make  up  for  all  the 
losses  through  migration  and  through  deaths  and  leave  a  net  gain  of 
8,000  persons.   The  pull  of  industrial  centers,  with  their  slowly 
increasing  employment  opportunities,  continued  to  make  itself  felt 
during  1935,  as  it  had  during  1934,  and  for  every  100  persons  who 
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moved  to  farms  from  villages,  tc™ns ,  or  cities,  nearly  150  persons 
moved  from  farms. 

Although  the  net  change-in  farm  population  for  the  United 
States  as  a  whole  was  slight,  there  were  -pronounced  changes  in  some 
geographical  divisions.  . In  the  West  North  Central,  West  South  Cen- 
tral and  Mountain  States,  where  the  drought  of  197,4  had  teen  partic- 
ular ly  severe,  the  decreases  in  total  farm  uooulation  reported  dur- 
ing that  year  were  continued  during  1935.   In  the  New  England  and 
Middle  Atlantic  States,  slight  decreases  "-ere  also  reported.   In  the 
other  groups  of  States,  the  East  North  Central,  South  Atlantic,  East 
South  Central,  and  Pacific  States,  the  farm  population- increased  dur- 
ing 1935.   For  the  first  time  since  1930,  each  region,  except  one, 
reported  more  persons  moving  from  farms  to  towns  and  cities  than  to 
farms  from  towns  and  cities.   The  Pacific  States  were  the  only  ex- 
ception and  there  the  movement  of  persons  from  farms  to  towns  and 
cities  was  equal  to  the  movement  to  farms. 

In  addition  to  the  exchange  of  population  "between  forms  and 
towns  and  cities,  there  is  also  some  movement  from  farms  in  one 
division  of  the  country  to  farms  in  other  divisions.   There  was  a  move- 
ment from  farms  in  the  West  North  Central  and  West  South  Central  States 
to  farms  in  other  divisions,  whereas  the  East  North  Central,  Middle 
Atlantic,  and  Pacific  States  were  receiving"  more'  farmers  from  other 
Divisions  than  they  lost  to  other  Divisions.   The  New  England,  South 
Atlantic,  East  South  Central,  and  Mountain  States,  neither  gained  nor 
lost  farm  population  as  a  result  of  movements  from  one  farm  to  another. 

The  number  of  persons  moving  from  farms  in  other  States  to 
farms  in  the  Pacific  States  nay  seem  small  in  view  of  the  widely  dis- 
cussed movement  of  farm  persons  who  went  to  -California,  Washington, 
and  Oregon  with  the  intention  of  securing  agricultural  employment. 
The  figures  given  here  refer'  only  to  the  persons  living  on  farms  and 
do  not  include  nerscns  who  work  on  farms  "but  do  not  live  on  farms. 
This  would  "be  .of  especial  importance  in  a  State  like  California  in 
which  many  seasonal  workers  .are  errroloyed  on  farms.   Many  of  the  per- 
sons who  come  from  farms  in  other  States -to  farms  in  California,  se- 
cure employment  as  farm  laborers  and  live  in  tourist  camps,  labor 
camps,  villages,  and  other  places  not  on  farms. 

Hcvision  of  E-,rm  Po^ul'.tion  Sr.tinatcs  for  the  Years  1930 — 1934 

Annual  estimates  of  fan.-ipopuln.tion,  births,  deaths,  and  mi- 
gration, as  previously  released  for  the  years  1930  -  34  have  been  re- 
vised in  the  light  of  the  findings  of  the  1935  Census  of  Agriculture 
and  the  reports  of  the  Division,  of  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census.   It  was  found  necessary  also  to  make  some- allowances  for 
the  effect  of  (a)  changes  to  or  from  farming  without  a  change  in  res- 
idence and,  (b)  differences  in  interpretation  of  instructions  to  Cen- 
sus enumerators.   An  examination  of  the  1935  Census  returns  and  of 
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other  related  materials  suggests  that  in  a  number  of  areas  there  has 
been  a  narked  movement  to  bring  into  operation  tracts  of  land  that 
could  not  be  classified  as  farms  in  1930,  either  because  no  farming 
was  carried  on  or  because  there  was  net  enough  farming  to  warrant  in- 
clusion of  the  tract  as  a  farm.   (The  census  of  1930,  like  that  of 
1935,  defined  a  farm  so  as  to  exclude  a  place  of  less  than  3  acres  un- 
less the  farm  products  were  valued  at  $250  nr  over.)   Families  that 
were  living  on  small  tracts,  in  many  instances  began  or  increased  farm- 
ing operations  in  order  to  offset  reductions  in  other  income.   In  some 
mining  and  in  some  forest  areas  where  many  families  had  previously 
carried  en  some  small-scale  farming  as  a  supplement  to  another  occu- 
pation, the  farming  portion  of  the  family's  enterprise  had  become  so 
important  by  1935  that  the  family  could  properly  be  included  as  a  farm 
family.   Some  allowances  have  also  been  made  for  the  movement  in  some 
areas  whereby,  because  of  changes  in  farm  organization  or  for  other 
reasons,  individuals  who  were  formerly  classified  as  farm  operators 
ceased  to  operate  farms  without  changing  their  place  of  residence. 
Some  of  these  persons  may  have  become  farm  laborers  instead  of  farm 
operators  but  they  would  no  longer  be  counted  as  part  of  the  farm  popu- 
lation if  the  place  on  which  they  were  living  could  no  longer  be  class- 
ified as  a  farm. 

Increases  in  the  Farm  Population 
January  1,  1930  to  January  1,  1935 

The  number  of  persons  on  farms  increased  by  1,632,000  between 
January  1,  1930  and  January  1,  1935.   The  increase  results  from  the 
fact  that  each  year  children  are  born  to  farm  women,  that  some  people 
move  from  villages,  towns,  and  cities  to  farms,  and  that  some  persons 
already  living  in  rural  territory  began  to  farm  without  moving.   On 
the  other  hand,  some  losses  occur  because  during  each  year  some  farm 
people  die,  some  persons  move  from  farms  to  villages,  towns,  and  cities, 
and  some  people  stop  farming  but  do  net  move.   For  the  period  1930  to 
1935  it  appears  that  if  all  persons  on  farms  in  1930  had  remained  there 
until  January  1,  1935,  together  with  the  children  born  during  the  5 
years,  as  well  as  the  1,995,000  persons  who  moverl  to  farms,  and  the 
207,000  who  did  not  move  but  became  farmers,  there  would  have  been  near- 
ly 6  million  more  persons  on  farms  in  1935  than  in  1930.   Even  if  we 
take  into  account  the  fact  that  more  than  111  million  farm  persons  died, 
the  total  increase  ^ould  still  have  been  greater  than  4  million  per- 
sons, if  no  one  had  moved  away  from  farms.   Since  the  Census  shows  that 
the  farm  population  increased  by  only  1,632,000  it  is  clear  that  at 
least  2§  million  (2,593,000)  persons  must  have  moved  away  from  farms. 
A  comparison  of  the  number  of  persons  who  moved  to  farms  and  the  num- 
ber who  moved  from  farms  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  number  who 
moved  away  from  farms  was  596,000  more  than  the  number  who  moved  to 
farms . 

In  the  last  paragraph  it  was  shown  that  1,995,000  persons  moved 
to  farms  and  were  still  there  on  January  1,  1935,  and  that  2,593,000 
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persons  moved  from  farms  and  load  not  returned  by  January  1,  1935. 
It  is  apparent  that  these  figures  do  not  include  those  persons  who 
moved^fron  farms  to  towns  or  cities  and  returned  to  the  farms  nor  do 
they  include  those  -people  "Tho  moved  from  towns  or  cities  to  farms  and 
back  again  during  the  5  years.  When  all  of  these  persons  are  taken 
into  account,  it  is  estimated  that  between  1930  and  1935,  a  total  of 
6,578,000  persons  moved  to  farms  from  villages,  towns,  and  cities  and 
that  a  total  of  7,176,000  persons  moved  from  farms  to  villages,  towns, 
and  cities.   Including  these  persons  does  not  affect  the  difference 
between  the  number  leaving  farms  and  the  number  going  to  farms;  the 
excess  of  riersons  leaving  was  598,000,  as  shown  in  the  last  paragraph. 

A  comnarison  of  the  figures  for  1930—1934  with  those  for  the 
5^ years  preceding  1930  shows  immediately  that  there  was  much  less 
migration  to  and  from  farms  during  the  depression  years.   The  number 
of  persons  leaving  farms  decreased  from  lOf  million  to  7  million;  the 
number  of  persons  moving  to  farms  decreased  more  than  1  million,  from 
74  to  6g  million.   Since  the  number  leaving  farms  decreased  more  than 
the  number  moving  to  farms,  there  was  also  a  sham  reduction  in  the 
net  losses  as  a  result  of  the  tiovement  from  farms  to  villages,  towns, 
and  cities.   During  the  5  pradepression  years,  the  number  of  persons 
who  left  farms  was  nearly  3  million  greater':  than  the  number  who  came 
to  farms,  an  average  of  600,000  persons  each  year.   During  the  de- 
pression years  this  large  annual  outflow  of  farm  -people  was  slowed 
down  to  such  an  extent  that  the  total  number  for  the  entire  5-year 
period  was  only  600,000  or  about  as  much  as . the  annual  average  for 
the^5  years  just  preceding  1930.   Although  many  -people  left  towns  and 
cities  to  move  to  farms  after  1930,  the  growth  of  the  farm  population 
was  even  more  affected  by  the  fact  that  fewer  persons  left  farms  than 
woul^  have  been  the  case  had  the  conditions  of  the  late  nineteen  twen- 
ties continued. 

As  has  been  shown  above,  the  fact  that  more  people  move  away 
from  farms  than  move  to  farms  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  farm 
population  is  decreasing.   If  there  had  been  no  moving  to  and  from 
farms,  the  farm  no"ulation  would  have  been  increased  by  400,000  each 
year,  an^  so  long  as  the  excess  migration  away  from  farms  ^ir"  not  ex- 
ceed this  fi-^ure  there  was  no  net  loss  to  the' farm  population. 

The  changes  in  the  farm  population  between  1930  and  1935  are 
the  results  of  year-to-year  changes  which  were  not  uniform.   (Tables 
3  and  4.)   The  first  notable  change  in  the  movement  to  and  from  farms 
during  the  depression  years  came  in  the  number  of  rersons  leaving 
farms  to  move  to  towns  and  cities.   Whereas  more  than  2,000,000  -per- 
sons left  farms  during  each  year  between  1922  and  1929,  the  number 
leaving  farms  was  only  1,800,000  in  1930,  and  by  1934  it  had  dropped 
to  nearly  1,000, 000. The  number  of  persons  who  moved  to  farms  from 
towns  and  cities  did  not  increase  markedly  until  1932.   The  number  of 
persons  noving  to  farms  showed  little  change  in  1930,  dropped  slightly 
m  1931,  and  rose  to  1,777,000  in  1932.   Daring  1933  and  1934  it 
dropped  rapidly. 
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If  movements  to  and  from  farms  only  are  considered,  there  was 
a  net  loss  in  farm  population  during  1930,  1931,  1933,  and  1934, 
though  in  each  case  these  losses  were  less  than  any  renorted  since 
1921.   Only  during  1932  were  more  persons  reported  as  moving  to  farms 
than  moved  from  farms,  although  during  -1931  the  two  movements  nearly 
"balanced.  But  by  1933  the  loss  due  to  migration  was  already  greater 
than  in  1930  and  it  increased  still  further  during  1934  and  1935. 

The  different  geographical  divisions  of  the  country  do  not 
show  uniform  trends  over  the  5-year  period.   In  the  three  divisions 
that  are  most  urbanized,  the  New  England,  Middle  Atlantic,  and  East 
North  Central  States,  the.  movement  to  farms  was  most  pronounced. 
Only  in  the  Nev?  England  and  Middle  Atlantic  States  was  the  number  of 
arrivals  on  farms  from  villages,  towns,  and  cities  during  1930  -  34 
greater  than  during  1925  -  29.   The  number  of  persons  moving  to  farms 
from  towns  and  cities  exceeded  the  number  leaving  farms  during  each 
.year  1930  -  33  in  the  New'  England  States,  1930  -  34  in  the  Middle 
Atlantic  States,  and  1930-  32  in  the  East  North  Central  States.   In 
the  South  Atlantic  States  the  movement  from  farms  exceeded  the  move- 
ment to  farms  during  each  of  the  5  years,  though  the  difference  was 
only  2,000  in  1932.   In  the  other  divisions  the  number  moving  to 
farms  was  generally  less  than  the  number  moving;from  farms  after  1932 
and  greater  before  1932,  except  i,n  the  Pacific  States  where  more  pern— 
sons  were  arriving  on  farms  than  were  leaving  farms  during  1933  and 
1934.   The  individual  States  in  each  division  show  much  diversity  in 
respect  to  these  movements. 

The  year-to-year  increases  betveen  1930  and  1934  were  very 
irregular.  Eor  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  there  was  a  rapid  in- 
crease beginning  in  1930  which  continued  through  1932;  during  1933 
the  rate  of  increase  was  very  much  less  and  during  1934  and.  1935  the 
increases  veve   so  small  that  the  farm  population  was  nearly  station- 
ary.  The  New  England  States  reported  increases  through  1933  and. 
slight  decreases  thereafter.   The  Middle  Atlantic  States  reported 
increases  through  1934  and  a  slight  decrease  in  1935.   The  East  North 
Central  and  the  South  Atlantic  States  reported  increases  during  each 
year,  but  during  1933  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  South  Atlantic 
States  was  small.   The  West  North  Central  States  reported  a  slight 
decline  during  1930,  increases  during  1931  through  1933,  and  decreases 
thereafter.   In  the  West  South  Central  States  the  development  was  sim- 
ilar, except  that  the  decrease  began  during  1933.   The  East  South  Cen- 
tral States  reported  gains  during  each  year,  except  1933,  when  there 
was  a  slight  loss.   In  the  Mountain  States,  there  were   increases 
through  1933  and  sharp  decreases  during  1934  and  1935.   In  the  Pacific 
States  there  was  an  increase  during  each  year  except  1931,  when  the 
movement  from  the  farms  in  California  brought  about  a  temporary  de- 
crease. 

A  decrease  in  the  farm  -copulation  of  a  State  or  region  does  not 
necessarily  imply  a  decrease  in  the  total  population  of  that  area,  nor 


-  6  - 

does  an  increase  in  the  farm  rorvula'tion  imply  an  increase  in  the 
total  -copulation  of  that  area.   Although  no  data  are  -presented  here 
tc  show  the  geographical  origins  or  destinations  of  these  migrants, 
it  is  a  rell  established  observation  that  the  majority  of  persons  who 
move  go  only  a  short  distance.   There  seems  to  be  no  reason- -why  this 
should  not  also  apply  to  the  -persons  moving  to  and  from  fartns.  .  There 
may  have  been  some  increases  in  long-distance  migration  of  farm  per- 
sons from  the  drought  States,  but  for  the  large  majority  of  mi -rants 
tc  and  from  farms  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  moved  only  short  '.■'■ 
distances. 

Summary  and  Conclusions 

The  number  of  -persons  on  farms  on  January  1,  1936,  is  estimated 
as  31,009,000,  a  figure  which  lies  halfway  between  those  for  1910  and 
1920,   Thus,  while  the  population  of  the  country  has  increased  by  near- 
ly 40  per  cent  in  25  years,  the  size  of  the  farm  population  has  remain- 
ed nearly  stationary.   Since  1920,  the  total  number  of  persons  on  farms 
has  changed  less  than  6  per  cent.   This  relative  stability  in  numbers 
.has  been  maintained  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  excess  of  births'  over 
deaths  in  the  farm  population  annually  added  between  400,000  anr1  500,000 
to  the  population.   Since  1920,  there  have  been  three  distinct  trends: 
(1)  from  1920  to  1922  there  were  small  increases;  (2)  from  1923  to  1929, 
with  one  minor  exception,  there  were  annual  decreases;  (3)  from  1930  to 
1936  there  were  annual  increases.   The  fact-  that  the  increases  during 
1934  and  1935  were  very  small  suggests  that  in  the  next  few  years  the 
size  of  the  farm  population  may  remain  stationary  or  even  decrease  again. 

In  general,  it  appears  that  the  farm  population  decreases  during 
urban  prosperity  and  increases  during  urban  depression.   Its  decreases 
are  due  to  the  fact  that  it  sends  more  persons  to  urban  and  other  non- 
farm  territory  than  it  receives  from  them.   Its  increases  occur  large- 
ly oecause  it  retains  a  larger  proportion  of  its  07m  numbers.   If  there 
were  no  migration,  annual  increases  would  be  the  rule. 

To  say  that  the  farm  -population  has  remained  almost  stationary 
is  to  speak  of  numbers  only.   During  each  year  for  which  figures  are 
available  (1920.-  36),  there  has  been  a 'considerable  degree  of  moving 
about  of  farm  peo-nle.   Between  1922  and  1932,  the  total  number  of  per- 
sons annually  moving  to  and  from  farms  was  equal  to  10  i?er  cent  of  the 
number  of  persons  on  farms  and  the  number  of  persons  moving  from  one 
farm  to  another  tos  as  large  or  larger.  '  In  some  of  the  more  recently 
settled  agricultural  areas  of  the  Middle  'Western  States,  there  has 
teen  an  even  greater  relative  turnover.   Many  people  have  left  the 
farms  but  others  have  taken  their  places  and  the-  total  numbers  are 
left  almost  unchanged. 

Real  cr  sunposed  employment  opportunities  in  cities,  towns,  and 
villages  appear  to  have  been  a  major  factor  in  the  movement  from  and 
to  farms.   The  number  of  persons  moving  to  farms  from  cities,  towns, 
and  villages  is  affected  to  a  large  extent  by  the  number  of  persons 
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previously  coming  from  faftns  to  cities,  towns,  and  villages..   After 
1935,  the  largest  number  of  -cersons  leaving  farms  for  cities  and  towns 
moved  during  1926.   The  number  of  -persons  moving  from  farms  decreased 
each  year  from  1926  through  1934.   Only  during  1935  did  it  again  in- 
crease.  After  192?  the  number  of  persons  moving  to  farms  from  villages, 
towns,  anr1  cities  decreased  during  each  year  excert  1930,  1932,  and 
1935.   During  1935,  as  compared  with  1934,  there  was  an  increase  in 
"both,  the  number  moving  from  farms'  and'  the  number  moving  to  farms. 
The  figures  for  1930  and  1932  indicate  movements  away  from  cities 
brought  on  by  the  depression,  and  possibly  hastened  departures  which, 
under  normal  conditions,  might  have  occurred  later. 

It  appears  then  that,  during  the  last  16  years,  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  annually  moved  from  farms  and  that,  with  one  exception, 
a  somewhat  smaller  number  moved  to  farms.   In  part,  these  are  the  same 
persons.   Because  of  this  moving  to .and  from  cities,  at  least  two 
and  in  some  years  three  and  four  times  as  many  persons  have  been  leav- 
ing farms  as  have  been  lost  to  the  farm  population. 

Who  these  persons  are,  why  they  move,  what  they  do  when  they 
reach  their  destinations  and  what  happens  to  the  areas  which  they 
leave  and  those  to  which  they  go,  are  matters  of  vital  concern,  but 
about  which  there  are  no  adequate  data. 
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Table  1.  -  Farm  Pcrulation  in  the  United  States 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Year 

tjersons  on  farms 

1    Year 

persons  en  farms 

January  1 

January  1 

1910 

1/  32,076,960 

1928 

:        30,275,000 

1920 

2/31,614,269 

:    1929 

30,257,000 

1921 

'  31,703,000 

:    1930 

!     3/  30,169,000 

1922 

.,  31,768,000 

1931 

4/  30,497,000 

1923 

„..  31,290,000 

:    1932 

!     4/  30,971,000 

1924      : 

31,056,000 

1933 

4/  31,693,000 

1925 

'  31,064,000 

1934 

4/  31,770,000 

1926 

30,784,000 

1935 

2/  31,800,907 

1927      : 

30,281,000 

1936 

31,809,000 

1/  Estimated,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census 

2/  Enumerated,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census 

3/  Estimated,  based  on  census,  enumeration  of  April  1,  1930 

4/  Revised  estimates 


Table  2.  -  Recent  Losses  and  Gains  in  the  Farm 
Ponulation  of  the  United  States 


During  period  or  calendar  vear 


1910  -  1919 

1920  -  1924 

1925  -  1929 

1930  -  1934 

1910  -  1934 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


Net  loss  of 
farm  no-nulation 


463,000 
550,000 
895,000 

276,000 

1/  

1/  

1/  

1/  

1/  


Net  f";ain  in 
farm  population 


1,632,000 


328,000 

474,000 

722,000 

77,000 

31,000 

8.000 


Xj   Revised 


_  Q 


Table  3*  **  Movement  To  and  From  Tarns 
(Births  and  Deaths  Not  Taken  into  Account) 


:   Persons 
{■arriving  at 

:  Persons 
:   leaving 

:   •■.•.-Bet  .movement  from 

l   .Cities, 

Farms  to--.  . 

Year 

: ■   farms 

:  farms . for 

:  t  owns , and 

!    cities, 

rfron  cities, 

:   cities, 

villages 

.  towns,  and 

:  towns ,  and 

:  towns ,  and 

to  farms 

;  ■   villages 

:  villages 

:  villages 

19  2^ 

:   560,000. 

:   896,000 

336,000 

1921 

:   759,000 

:  1,323,000 

564,000 

1922 

:  1,115,000 

:  2,252,000 

;    , . 

.   1,137,000 

1923 

1,355,000 

:  2,162,000 

;    „ 

:    807,000 

1924- 

1,581,000 

:  2,068,000 

487,000 

1925 

1,336,000  ' 

:  2,038,000 

;    

702,000 

1926 

:  1,427,000 

:  2,334,000 

907,000 

1927 

1,705,000 

:  2,162,000 



457,000 

1928 

1,698,000 

:  2,120,000 

„ 

422,000 

1929 

1,604,000 

:  2,081,000 



477,000 

1930  1/ 

1,611,000 

:  1,823,000 

212,000 

1931  1/ 

1,546,000 

:  1,566,000 

_ 

20,000 

1932  1/ 

1,777,000 

:  1,511,000 

266,000 



1933  1/ 

944,000 

:  1,225,000 

™_    ; 

281,000 

1934  1/ 

700,000 

:  1,051,000 

351 , 000 

1935 

825,000 

:  1,211,000 

386,000 

1920  -  1924   ; 

5,370,000 

:  8,701,000 

3,331,000 

1925  -  1929 

7,770,000 

:  10, 735, 000 



2,965,000 

1930  -  1934  l/. 

6,578,000 

:  7,176,000 

598,000 

1/  Revised 
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Table  4.  -  Annual  estimates  of  the  farm  population,  births  and  deaths  occurring 

in  the  farm  population,  and  number  of  persons  moving  to  and  from  farms, 
for  the  United  States  and  major  geographic  divisions,  1930  -  36  1/ 


gggggjgSggggg  a'J-^'^-^Ji^r^?-^?! 


=? 


Division 
and 
year 


Farm  popu-^ 

la t ion 

on 

January  1 


Increases  in" farm " 

population  during: 

the  year  due  to:  : 


000' s 


Births 


000' s 


Decreases  in  farm 

population,  during 

the  year  due  to; 


:  Arrivals : 
:from  city: 
:  town  or:  : 
:  village  : 

000 »b~ 


Deaths 


000' s 


:Gain  or 
:loss   duei 
•to  fr.rn    : 

[Departures : to   farm 

:    for   city    :   nigra-  -. 

:    town   or 

:    village 

"  ooo'T " 


tier. 
2/ 


Allow- 
ances 
includ- 
ed 
3/ 


000' s 


000' s 


UNITED  STATES: 

1930  4/  30; 169  742  1,611  344 

1931  30; 497      •  741  1,546;  334 

1932  ■  30',  971  746  1,777  328 

1933  '  31,693  721  944;  326 

1934  31,770  749  700-  344 

1935  5/  31',  801  72?  825-  333 

1936  31,809 


.'1,823 

'1,566 

1,511 

: 1,225 

1,051 

1,211 


142 
87 
38 

-  37 

-  23 


New  England: 

1930  4/  '  568 

1931  631 

1932  '  ;  660 

1933  698 

1934  713 

1935  5/  712 

1936  '  708 

Middle  Atlantic 

1930  4/  1,692 

1931  1,751 

1932  1,784 

1933  1,850 

1934  1,893 

1935  5/  1,904 

1936  1,900 


10 
11 
10 
10 

11 

10 


29 

28 
27 
26 
25 
25 


■64 
61 
56 
32 
27 
29 


130 

101 

139 

95 

64 

61 


8 

50 

8 

47 

8 

33 

8 

26 

8 

32 

8 

36 

24 
24 
23 
24 
24 
22 


96 
90 
88 
70 
58 
88 


4 
1 


1 
1 
1 
7 
4 
20 


47 

12 

9 

8 

1 


19 

17 

10 

9 


East  North  Central: 


1930  4/ 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935  5/ 

1936 


4,442 
4,508 
4,583 
4,695 
4,750 
4,769 
4,790 


86 

259 

53 

85 

236 

53 

85 

293 

52 

83 

181 

51 

81 

112 

54 

81 

139 
(Continued) 

51 

246 
211 
231 
188 
150 
190 


4 

2 

3 

21 

30 

42 


16 

16 

14 

9 
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Table  4.  -  Annual  estimates  of  the  farm  population^  "births  and  deaths  occurring 

in  the  farm  peculation,  and  number' of  persons  moving  to  and  from  farms, 
for  the  United  States  and  major  geographic  divisions,  1930  -  36  l/, 
continued. 


Division 
and 
year 


[Increases  in  farm   :  Decreases  in  farm  l&ain  or 


:Farm  popu- 
lation . . 
on 
: January  1 


population  during 
..  the  ...year... due  ...to  : 

:  Arrivals : 
Births  :from  city:  Deaths 

:  town  or  :' 

:  village  :: 


p  or ula  t  i  oh  dur  i  ng  '■:  l-o  s  s  duo ' 

the  year  due  to:  :  to  farm  •  '> 

Departures : to  farm  : 

for  city  :  'nigra-  : 

'■town  or   :  '  tion   J 

village   :   2J        I 


Allow- 
ances 
includ- 
ed 
2/ 


000 's 


000 's 


000' s 


000' s 


000' s 


000  's 


000' s 


^est  Horth  Central: 


1930  4/ 

1931  * 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935  5/ 
1936 


5,030 
5,005 
5,069 

5,149 
5,162 
5,108 
5.041 


116 
114 
112 
109 
111 
104 


283 
300 
306 
125 
90 
108 


47 
46 
46 
46 
49 
45 


375 
298 
291 
175 
204 
212 


10 
7 
4 
2 
2 

22 


1 
3 
2 


South  Atlantic: 

1930  4/  5,864 

1931  5,947 

1932  6,038 

1933  6,131 

1934  6,140 

1935  5/  6,204 

1936  6,275 


160 
159 
164 
157 
169 
164 


172 
170 
178 
138 
109 
139 


72 
70 
68 
66 
73 
72 


207 
196 
180 
207 
.151 
162 


9 

8 

20 

2 


30 

28 

8 

21 

10 


3ast  South  Central.: 


1930  4/ 

1931  " 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935  5/ 
1936 


5,052 
5,136 
5,230 
5,357 
5,322 
5,335 
5,377 


146 
146 
153 
147 
154 
153 


169 
153 
191 
105 
75 
109 


59 
55 
54 
54 
57 
57 


177 
151 
159 
193 
142 
161 


1 
17 
12 

2 


5 
1 
5 
23 
5 


West  South  Central: 


1930  4/ 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935  5/ 

1936 


5,275 
5,249 
5,299 
5,464 
5,415 
5,388 
5,344 


147 

264 

55 

150 

305 

53 

147 

308 

52 

142 

157 

52 

149 

131 

53 

141 

138 

51 

(Cont 

inued) 

378 
346 
233 
235 
199 
221 


6 

6 

2 

36 

46 

51 


7 

25 

9 
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3  1262  08589  7899 


Table  4.  -  Annual  estimates  of  the  farm  -noTmlation,  births  and  deaths  occurring 

in  the  farm  population,  and  number  of  -persons  moving  to  and  from  farms 
for  the  United  States  and  major  geographic. divisions,  193°  -  36.  l/, 
continued. 


Division 
and 

year 


:Farm  popu- 
lation 

on 
: January  1 


Increases  in  farm 
population  during 
the  year  due  to: 


Decreases  in  farm  :Gain  or  : 
population  during  &osn  duo 


the  year  due  to:  :to 


:  Arrivals: 
Births   :from  city:  Deaths 
:  town  or  : 
:  village  : 


: Departures :  to' 
:  for  city 
:  town  or 
:  village 


lorn 
farm 
migra- 
tion 

2/ 


Allow- 
ances 
includ- 
ed 
3/ 


000  's 


Oop's 


000 '  s 


pnpi 


000' s 


noo' 


Mountain  States 


OO 


>CM, 


1930 

4/ 

1,122 

31 

113 

13 

123  . 

3 

7 

1931 

1,140 

3^ 

07 

12 

86 

9 

5 

1932 

1,183 

29 

121 

12 

131 

10 

2 

1933 

1,202 

29 

47 

12 

69 

8 

2 

1934 

1,207 

30 

43 

13 

72  ' 

-  7 



1935 

5/ 

1,188 

30 

42 

'  13 

81 

-  2 



1936 

1,164 

Pacific 

States : 

1G30 

4/ 

1,124 

17 

157 

13 

171 

8 

8 

1931 

1,130 

18 

123 

13 

141 

1 

7 

1932 

1,125 

19 

185 

13 

165' 

-  8 

4 

1933 

1,147 

18 

64 

13 

62' 

12 

2 

1934 

1,168 

19 

49 

13 

43' 

13 



1935 

5/ 

1,193 

19 

60 

14 

60' 

12 



1936 

1,210 

1_/  Figures  for  1930  -  34  revised.   Estimates  for  1C20  -  29- available  in  a  separate 
release  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

2/     Persons  who  move  from  farms  in  one  division  of  country  to  farms  in  another 
division.   For  the  United  States  as  a  whole  this  obviously  must  balance. 

3/     Allowances  due  to  (a)  changes  to  or  from  farming  without  change  in  residence 
and  (b)  changes  in  interpretation  of  Census  instructions.   It  is  not  possible 
to  separate  the  effects  of  these  two  factors. 

4/  Estimated  as  of  January  1,  1930,  on  basis  of  Census  of  Anril  1,  1930. 

5/     Census  of  January  1,  1335. 


